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FOUNDATION TO EXHIBIT AT NATIONAL AUA CONFERENCE IN CHICAGO

The Kidney & Urology Foundation of America, Inc., under the leadership of its National Urology Advisory Board, will be a presenting exhibitor at the national conference of the American Urological Association in Chicago from April 27 to April 30, 2003.  The Foundation’s exhibit will provide an overview of the organization’s mission, and dedicated programming in urology.   The conference is expected to host more than 15,000 urologists from around the world.

NATIONAL PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCE SERIES UNVEILED BY KUFA

In keeping with its long-standing mission to promote education, research, and discussions of critical issues of kidney and urologic disease, KUFA has introduced the National Professional Conference Series.  Several major programs have already been scheduled, including conferences dedicated to Cardiovascular Complications in End Stage Renal Disease, Pediatric Urologic Health, Vascular Access, and Transplantation. The Foundation is working to initiate dialogue about new treatments and therapies, and potential cures for disease.

FOUNDATION’S NEW WEBSITE PROVIDES ESSENTIAL INFORMATION AND SUPPORT

The Kidney & Urology Foundation recently unveiled its new website at www.kidneyurology.org.  The website, which is also available in Spanish, provides a window into the day to day operations of the Foundation, its events and programs, as well as a resource center with essential information for patients, those at risk, and the professional medical community. Visitors can obtain information about specific diseases or programs in addition to offering support for Foundation programs through online donations.  The new website has already received significant praise for its format and resource materials from the American Diabetes Association as well as the American Urological Association.

FOUNDATION INTRODUCES  NATIONAL PUBLIC AWARENESS INITIATIVE

Citing the need to drive a greater national focus on the critical issues of kidney & urologic diseases - the Board of Directors of the Kidney & Urology Foundation has set in motion a National Public Awareness Initiative, to raise the bar on the research, education, and the discussions of new therapies. The Foundation has retained the national media firm, Dan Klores Communications (DKC) to undertake the program.  The Foundation is seeking to drive national media focus on issues such as kidney disease, prostate cancer, hypertension, and women’s health issues.  The Foundation will also seek to support the work of nephrologists and urologists nationally by highlighting significant research and innovative programs that meet the needs of the patient and at risk communities.

PAGE TWO
GROUNDBREAKING TRANSPLANT CONFERENCE TO BE PRESENTED BY FOUNDATION

As part of the National Professional Conference Series, KUFA will sponsor a national conference this fall, on critical issues in transplantation.  The program, currently in development, will address the significant issues in transplantation that have become a mainstay in discussions within the medical community, as well as in the national media.  At the forefront of these issues, is enhancing acquisition of organs, and preventing rejection of transplanted organs.  The Foundation is seeking to spark new dialogue and interest in the subject of transplantation both from the perspective of patients’ rights, medical science, and in initiating new and innovative ways of increasing donation. The Foundation’s Transplant Committee, under the auspices of the Medical Advisory Board, is developing the conference program.  The conference will be attended by the leading transplant surgeons, nephrologists, and medical professionals from throughout the country.  More details will be released in the spring.

KUFA’S COMMITTEE ON WOMEN’S ISSUES TO ENGAGE  NATIONAL DIALOGUE

The newly created Committee on Women’s Issues of the Kidney & Urology Foundation will unveil a national agenda on women’s health issues through specialized programming, targeted media and public awareness campaigns, as well as research and education.  The committee is chaired by Dr. Phyllis August MD, MPH, and Professor of Medicine, Public Health, Obstetrics, and Gynecology at the Weill Medical College of Cornell University. The Committee on Women’s Issues will take a national leadership role in developing standards for women’s healthcare, focusing on chronic illnesses, methods of prevention, proper treatment, education and research.

MID-ATLANTIC RENAL ROUNDUP SET FOR  MARCH AT PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

The Kidney & Urology Foundation will host the inaugural Mid-Atlantic Renal Roundup at Princeton University on March 21st for professional caregivers in dialysis and transplantation.  Response to the daylong regional conference, titled “Pulling together for Better Patient Care” has been overwhelming, with more than 300 dieticians, technicians, social workers, and administrators in dialysis and transplantation expected to attend. For a copy of the program or to register for the conference, contact Carol Brower, Associate Director at the Foundation's New Jersey office at (732)-866-4444.

KUFA CAR DONATION PROGRAM GOES NATIONAL THROUGH  ‘LIFECARS’™
Building on the success of its decade old car donation program, the Kidney & Urology Foundation has introduced the national LifeCars™ Program.  The Foundation now accepts the donation of used cars, van, trucks, boats with trailers, and motorcycles from throughout the continental United States. Vehicle donations translate into essential funding for Foundation programs such as research, fellowships, and patient emergency grants.  For more information contact Loretta Haberman at 1-800-63-DONATE. 

NEXT TWO EVENTS SCHEDULED FOR KUFA’S NATIONAL WALK THE WALK SERIES  

The Foundation has scheduled the next two events in its new National Walk the Walk Series. The Foundation will present the fourth annual New Jersey Walk the Walk for Organ and Tissue Donation at Jenkinson’s Boardwalk, Pt. Pleasant Beach, New Jersey on May 4th, and the third annual Long Island Walk for Organ and Tissue Donation on May 18th at Belmont State Park, Babylon, New York. The Foundation is actively reviewing new walk locations across the country, in response to a groundswell of interest in these events. More than 100,000 people have participated in the Walk the Walk series over the last decade.  For more information about Foundation Walk the Walk programs contact Michael Larkin, National Walk Director at 1-800-633-6628 or visit our event calendar online at www.kidneyurology.org.

PRESENTED BY THE KIDNEY & UROLOGY FOUNDATION OF AMERICA, INC.

RESEARCH AND PROGRAMS THAT TOUCH PEOPLE

VISIT THE FOUNDATION ONLINE AT WWW.KIDNEYUROLOGY.ORG OR CALL 1-800-633-6628.
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